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Dear Pre-AP English II Student:  

 

Our Pre-AP course is designed to build a foundation for the knowledge and skills needed to succeed in upper level 

English courses.  As part of our Pre-AP curriculum, there is a summer reading requirement to provide you an 

opportunity to maintain and sharpen your reading and thinking skills. You are required to read and annotate one title, 

and complete the attached summer assignment prior to the beginning of the 2015-2016 school year. We encourage 

you to buy your own copy of the book to make annotating easier.  

 

During the first week of the school year, you will be held accountable for your summer reading through a) completion 

of the required assignment on the back b) classroom discussions and in-class activities, and c) a formal writing 

assignment.  With these assignments, we will assess strengths and weaknesses in reading analysis and writing skills. It 

would send a strong message about your commitment to the course and your academic capabilities if these 

assignments were not completed to the best of your abilities by the first day of class. 

 

Summer Reading Expectations: 

 

1. Please choose one of the titles below for your summer reading: 
a) Catcher in the Rye, J.D. Salinger.  © 1951.  Fiction 

b) Jane Eyre, Charlotte Bronte. ©1874. Fiction 

c) Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini.  ©2003. Fiction 

d) Poisonwood Bible, Barbara Kingsolver. © 1988. Fiction 

e) The Namesake, Jhumpa Lahiri. ©2003.  Fiction 

f) Angela’s Ashes, Frank McCourt.  ©1996.  Memoir 

g) Left to Tell, Immaculee Ilibagiza. ©2006.  Memoir 

 

2. After reading and annotating, complete the attached analytical chart.  Type the answers to the questions in 

paragraph/essay or chart form.  You are not limited to these questions, so use them to start your 

analysis.   Research any terms on the chart that are unfamiliar to you.  Be sure to see the rubric (which is 

attached at the bottom of the chart) in order to understand the expectations.  

 

If you have any questions regarding the novel choices and/or the chart assignment, please email your Pre-AP English 

II teacher. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

FZ East High:  Stephanie Kern, skern@fz.k12.mo.us 

FZ North High: Ashlee Vaughn, avaughn@fz.k12.mo.us 

FZ South High:  Lori Morrison, lmorrison@fz.k12.mo.us 

FZ West High:  Jaimie Becker, jbecker@fz.k12.mo.us and Dona Coleman, dcoleman@fz.k12.mo.us 

http://www.fz.k12.mo.us/


  

 

 
           

 

Summer Reading Chart Assignment 
TEXT TITLE:_______________________________________________________ 

 

Text 

Section 

Characters/ 

Point of View 
Setting 

Imagery/ 

Figurative 

Language 

Symbolism 
Diction/ 

Tone 
Theme 

Beginning 

of 

Text 

How does the 

author introduce 

the main 

character(s)? 

How are the 

character(s) 

initially 

developed both 

directly and 

indirectly? 

Identify the 

point of view. 

What are the 

positives and 

negatives of this 

particular point 

of view? 

 

“Here is a quote 

for this section” 

(5). 

Where is the specific 

location- i.e. a school? 

What is the larger 

location- i.e. Atlanta, 

Georgia? What is the 

season? What is the 

time of day? What is 

the decade? 

Make a prediction: 

what role do you think 

the setting will play on 

the plot?  

 

*You may need to do 

some research on the 

political, geographic, 

social, and historical 

issues of your setting in 

order to best 

understand the culture 

of your book.* 

 

“Here is the quote” (9). 

Cite a passage near 

the beginning of the 

novel where the 

author uses 

imagery.  What 

purpose/feeling/ 

message/atmosphere 

does this imagery 

communicate? 

Which of the 

reader’s senses does 

the author appeal 

to?  What is the 

overall effect of 

appealing to these 

senses? 

 

*Remember, if you 

are unfamiliar with 

any of the 

words/places/ 

allusions used by the 

author, you will want 

to conduct some 

background 

research.* 

 

“Here is the quote” 

(15). 

What symbols are 

introduced at the 

beginning of the 

novel? 

 

How does the 

author use the 

symbols (further 

the theme, provide 

depth to a 

character, 

foreshadow 

conflict, etc.)? 

 

“Here is the quote” 

(19). 

 

How does the 

author use 

tone to shape 

the novel’s 

beginning 

stages? 

 

How does the 

author use 

diction to 

develop tone? 

 

Does the 

author shift 

the 

tone?  How 

did you 

identify that 

shift in tone? 

 

“Here is the 

quote” (11). 

How does the 

author 

introduce the 

theme? 

 

How does the 

author 

develop the 

theme in the 

beginning of 

the novel? 

 

What is a 

quote from 

the beginning 

of the novel 

that reinforces 

the theme? 

 

“Here is the 

quote” (22). 

Middle 

of 

Text 

In what way do 

we see the 

character(s) 

change 

throughout the 

text? How do 

the character(s) 

deal with his/her 

conflict? 

How does the 

character’s 

speech/actions 

influence other 

characters/ 

outcomes? 

 

“Here is my 

quote for this 

section” (57). 

 

What details does the 

text provide to develop 

the role of the setting? 

How does the setting 

influence the 

characters? How does 

the setting impact the 

tone or mood of the 

piece at this point in the 

novel? 

 

“Here is the quote” 

(42). 

Cite another passage 

of imagery from the 

novel. Is the 

message/feeling/ 

atmosphere in this 

imagery changed or 

stayed consistent 

with the passage you 

first cited? If it has 

changed, why do you 

think it has changed? 

If it has stayed the 

same, how has this 

passage developed or 

deepened the 

author’s purpose? 

 

“Here is the quote” 

(72). 

Identify the 

symbols that are 

used in the middle 

of the book. 

How does the 

author use these 

symbols? 

How do these 

symbols compare 

to the symbols that 

were used at the 

beginning of the 

book (or if they are 

the same, how has 

the author 

developed the 

meaning behind 

the symbols)? 

 

“Here is the quote” 

(51). 

How does the 

author use 

tone in the 

middle of the 

novel? 

 

How does the 

author use 

diction to 

develop tone? 

 

Does the 

author shift 

the 

tone?  How 

did you 

identify that 

shift in tone? 

 

“Here is the 

quote” (68). 

What 

additional 

events/details 

continue to 

develop that 

theme? 

 

What is a 

quote from 

the middle of 

the novel that 

reinforces the 

theme? 

 

“Here is the 

quote” (59). 

 



  

 

 
           

End 

of 

Text 

What is most 

likely the reason 

the author 

decided to use 

this specific 

point of view? 

Which character 

experiences the 

most drastic 

change? How 

does the change 

help develop the 

theme? 

 

“Here is my 

quote for this 

section” (79). 

How does the setting 

contribute to the overall 

theme of the text?  In 

what ways was the 

setting symbolic? In 

what ways is the setting 

reflective of the culture 

of the piece? How 

could the conflict 

influence the setting or 

be directly caused by 

it? 

 

“Here is the quote” 

(98). 

Do you see that the 

author has repeated 

or used variations of 

the same imagery in 

the text? When taken 

all together, what 

themes do these 

passages 

communicate? 

 

“Here is the quote” 

(118). 

 

How does the 

symbolism impact 

the theme of the 

novel? 

 

How does the 

symbolism impact 

your 

understanding of 

the characters 

throughout the 

book? 

 

How does 

symbolism 

develop any other 

aspects of the 

book? 

 

“Here is the quote” 

(115). 

How does the 

author’s tone 

impact the 

conclusion of 

the text? 

 

“Here is the 

quote” (99). 

Why did the 

author choose 

to develop 

that theme for 

the novel? 

 

What factors 

could have 

influenced the 

author’s 

development 

of that theme? 

 

“Here is the 

quote” (155). 

 

Chart Assignment Rubric 

Grade Description of Work 

A * Lots of detailed information in every box 

* Every box is complete with detailed, in-depth,  thoughtful, analytical ideas 

* Passages are relevant, strong, and span the entire book 

* None of the passages overlap 

* Each passage is cited with the page number 

B+/A- * Lots of information in each box 

* Every box is complete with thoughtful, analytical ideas 

* Passages are relevant and span the entire book 

* None of the passages overlap 

* Each passage is cited with the page number 

B-/B * Each box is complete, but could have more information 

* Information should be more detailed, specific, analytical 

* Passages are somewhat relevant and mostly span the entire book 

* A few passages may overlap 

* Many of the passages are cited with page numbers 

C * Most boxes have information 

* Most boxes are NOT detailed, in-depth, or analytical 

* Some passages are not as relevant, and/or only span a section of the book 

* Some citations may be missing 

* Some passages overlap 

* Some of the passages are cited with page numbers 

F or D * A lot of missing information 

* Information is not detailed, in-depth, specific or not analytical 

* Passages are insignificant, and/or only cover a small portion of the book 

* Many passages overlap 

* Many citations are missing 

 


